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COVID-19 DISPARITIES



• COVID-19 Disparities by race, place and neighborhood poverty (NYC)
• Cases, Serious Illness/Hospitalization, Deaths
• Vaccinations 

• COVID-19 Disparities and the Social Determinants of Health 
• Employment/Wage Disruption (National and NYC)
• Economic Hardship (National and NYC)
• Academic Losses
• Stigma, Discrimination and Systemic Racism

• Key Takeaways
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Cases by Race/Ethnicity

3.2% vs. 15% 

4% vs. 33% 
4.3% vs. 23% 

5.8% vs 29% 

Source: NYC DOHMH



Hospitalizations /Severe Illness by Poverty Level
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Source: NYC DOHMH



COVID and Key co-morbidities
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Deaths by Borough
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Source: NYC DOHMH



Vaccinations Administered in NYC
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Vaccinations by Race/Age and Residence
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A SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF 
HEALTH PERSPECTIVE

LONG-TERM IMPACTS 
OF COVID-19
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Employment and Income Disruption (National)
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Wage Disruption by Sociodemographic Characteristics (NYC)
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Food and Housing Insecurity
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Economic Hardship among households with children (National)
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Academic Losses
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Stigma, Discrimination and Systemic Racism
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• COVID-19 has had disparate impacts by race, place and socioeconomic position in terms 
of infections, hospitalizations and deaths with Latinx, Black, poor and disadvantaged 
communities most adversely impacted

• Vaccine distribution shows disparate uptake with White New Yorkers more likely to have 
received the vaccine to date than people of color

• There are grave economic consequences of the pandemic, many of which have been 
most harmful for low-wage, racial/ethnic minority workers

• Many households are unable to meet basic household expenses, thereby experiencing 
food and housing insecurity

• Academic losses are experienced most severely by students of color

• COVID-19 threatens to reproduce and exacerbate social and health inequalities

• We must act together, guided by a health justice framework, to end systemic racism 
made more apparent by this pandemic 

Key Takeaways
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